
DEVELOPING AN IDEA

GCSE ART AT KING’S



ALL WORK BEGINS WITH A 
SINGLE THEME



DEVELOPING AN IDEA

GCSE Art is taught through developing ideas and 
techniques.  
In looking at the Assessment Objectives we can get a 
sense of how this is done as well as how Art is assessed.
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What exactly do these 
mean?



• AO1 Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical
• understanding of sources 25%

• This involves looking at Artists works and ideas as well 
understanding the context of the work
• Making studies of Artists techniques.



• AO2 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with
• appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes 25%

• This focusses upon the process of experimentation - trying out new 
ways of making Art, often derived from AO1. 

• In this way a pupil might understand how Monet plays with colour 
through actually trying it for himself.



• AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as
• work progresses 25%.

• The fundamental process of working from observation.



• AO4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises
• intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language 25%

• In this objective we are looking for the individual's idea.



ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

• AO1 Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical

• understanding of sources 25%

• AO2 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with

• appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes 25%

• AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as

• work progresses 25%

• AO4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises

• intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language 25%

• We see that all carry equal weighting but our main focus is on the 
development of AO1 and AO3.  

• Total 100%
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• Let us see how this works in practise.

• We will look at the sketchbook of Hector McLean.

• Here he is developing work for an exam theme.

• Work, Rest and Play







These are Hectors thumbnail studies from the 
slide show which introduced the theme.



These are Hectors thumbnail studies from the 
slide show which we present.



At the beginning he makes drawings from observation 



Notes are added and Hector develops a study 
of painting by Vlaminck 







Hector now makes a study of his own using Vlaminck’s 
techniques

This is a use of AO1, Artists Studies as well as AO3, 
observation.





Now, further Artist studies and Observation



Hector now makes a series of quick studies 
from his family home





Further artist Studies AO1, Observation AO3 
and Experimentation AO2



From these studies Hector begins to work 
towards an Expressive style



The work also begins to have a direction.  We see 
an emerging idea, AO4  Personal response.



Further experimentation 
AO2, Observation AO3



Annotation of 
studies 
throughout helps 
Hector to 
crystallise his 
thoughts



Further experimentation 
AO2, Observation AO3



Hector seeks 
other Artists who 
have developed 
Expressive styles
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Large scale 
studies allow 
for further 
development



A random photograph 
from a party suggest a 
possible final 
composition.



Further 
observation 
work from the 
studio



Now the idea becomes resolved in a large scale 
painting which deploys a full range of the 
knowledge and understanding developed 
through the sketchbook studies.





The final work fulfils all 4 assessment 
objectives and Hector received a top grade.



Hector now works in Berlin where his 
paintings typically sell for around £4,000


